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was lured inside the squares, and then volleys of fire would
rain on him from the four sides of the moving quadrangle. It
was this novel formation of the infantry that beat the advanced
guards of the Mamelukes who intercepted the expedition at
Shubrakhit on their way to Cairo.

Even this first success could not appease the invaders. So
disappointed were the men that they clandestinely talked of
retreat and desertion. At night after their evening plunge into
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the Nile, the men would bivouac and talk politics. Why did
they ever leave their mother country on this perilous adven-
ture? Was the Government of the Directory trying to deport
them? Might not Egypt prove to be a trap laid for the French
and their leader, whom they nicknamed " Bon a trappe" ?
And, hearing of their discontent, Napoleon would visit them
in their tents and try to console them with his comforting